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Survey Methodology

304 completed survey interviews

Imperial Beach residents likely to vote in 
November 2020

Conducted April 2-8, 2020

Interviews conducted online and by 
cell phone/landline telephone

Survey available in English and Spanish

Overall Margin of Error: +/-5.7%
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Community Attitudes
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More than seven-in-ten respondents 
believe things in Imperial Beach are headed

in the right direction.

Right 
Direction

71%

Wrong 
Track
21%Don't 

Know
8%

To begin, would you say that things in the City of Imperial Beach are generally headed in the 
right direction, or do you feel that things are off on the wrong track? 
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Approximately half of respondents believe the economy of 
Imperial Beach and the state will worsen over the next year.

Q. Do you believe that ____________ will get better, worse, or stay about the same over the next year or so? 

8%

5%

7%

18%

18%

15%

12%

24%

51%

25%

29%

15%

30%

17%

7%

8%

8%

5%

The state economy

The City of Imperial Beach's 
economy

Your personal financial 
situation

Much Better Smwt. Better About the Same Smwt. Worse Much Worse Don't Know Total 
Better

Total 
Worse

26% 54%

22% 46%

22% 22%
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18%

71%

11%

Relatively few respondents believe the Coronavirus 
pandemic will be under control in a few weeks, but a 

majority believe it will be under control in six months.

Q. Stepping away from the ballot measure and looking ahead, do you think the coronavirus pandemic will generally be under control or not?

Under control

Not under control

Don't know

A Few Weeks 6 Months

58%

30%

12%
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17%

71%

12%

There is the same level of doubt that the local economy 
will recover in a few weeks, but much less optimism 

that it will have recovered even in six months.

Q. Looking ahead, do you think the Imperial Beach economy will have recovered or not? 

Recovered

Not recovered

Don't know

A Few Weeks 6 Months

32%

48%

20%
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Nearly three-quarters of respondents believe the City 
has either a “great” or “some” need for additional funds 

for City services and emergency response.

Q. Do you think the City of Imperial Beach has a great need for additional funding, some need, a little need or no real need for additional funding to provide 
the level of City services and emergency response that residents need in the event of a disaster or catastrophic emergency?

45%

30%

10%

8%

8%

Great need

Some need

A little need

No real need

Don't know

Great/
Some 
Need
74%
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Opinions on Potential Local 
Relief and Recovery Options
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Potential Local Relief and Recovery 
Ballot Question Tested in Survey 

Q. If there were an election today, do you think you would vote “yes” in favor of this measure, or “no” to oppose it? 

IMPERIAL BEACH PUBLIC SAFETY/VITAL SERVICES MEASURE

Shall the measure to maintain Sheriff’s/fire protection,
paramedics, 911 emergency response, anti-gang/drug programs,
neighborhood Sheriff’s patrols; address homelessness; improve
natural disaster/medical/emergency response; maintain streets;
maintain lifeguard center, parks, community center, youth/
after-school/senior programs; other general services, by
establishing a 1¢ sales tax providing $1,300,000 annually until
ended by voters, requiring independent audits, public disclosure
of spending, all funds only for Imperial Beach, be adopted?
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Potential Transient Occupancy Tax 
Ballot Question Tested in Survey

Q. If there were an election today, do you think you would vote “yes” in favor of this measure, or “no” to oppose it? 

IMPERIAL BEACH QUALITY OF LIFE MEASURE

Shall the measure to help maintain quality of life for local
residents, address the impacts of tourism; support local small
businesses/jobs; reduce traffic congestion, maintain traffic
safety; keep neighborhoods, parks, public areas safe/clean; by
increasing the transient occupancy tax (paid by hotel, motel,
short-term rental guests) by 4%, providing $400,000 annually
until ended by voters, with annual audits, public disclosure and
all funds spent locally, be adopted?
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42%
22%

5%

2%
7%

18%

3%

Both recovery options have strong support, well 
above the 50% threshold necessary for passage 

and outside the survey’s margin of error.

Q. If there were an election today, do you think you would vote “yes” in favor of this measure, or “no” to oppose it? 

37%
25%

6%

4%
6%

15%

6%

Definitely yes
Probably yes

Undecided, lean yes

Undecided, lean no
Probably no

Definitely no

Undecided

Total 
Yes
69%

Total 
No

27%

Total 
Yes
68%

Total 
No

25%

1 Cent Sales Tax 4% Transient Occupancy 
(Hotel) Tax 

64% 62%
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Importance of 
City Priorities 
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The top priorities for local recovery and relief 
needs include maintaining public safety and 

preparation for future disasters.

Q. I am going to read you a list of ways in which the funds generated by these ballot measures could be spent and provisions that could be included.  
Regardless of your opinion of the measures overall, after I mention each one, please tell me how important that provision or use of funds is to you 
personally: Is it extremely important, very important, somewhat important, or not too important?  

Ext./Very 
Impt.
89%

86%

84%

84%

83%

83%

51%

43%

54%

41%

43%

41%

37%

43%

31%

43%

40%

42%

6%

10%

11%

13%

11%

12%

6%

5%

6%

6%

Maintaining 911 emergency response

Maintaining local paramedic services

Requiring public disclosure of all spending

Maintaining rapid response to burglaries

Maintaining local fire protection

Ext. Impt. Very Impt. Smwt. Impt. Not Too Impt./Don't Know

Coordinating with county and regional first 
responders to get resources for health 

services to prepare for medical 
emergencies, like the coronavirus outbreak
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Q. I am going to read you a list of ways in which the funds generated by these ballot measures could be spent and provisions that could be included.  
Regardless of your opinion of the measures overall, after I mention each one, please tell me how important that provision or use of funds is to you 
personally: Is it extremely important, very important, somewhat important, or not too important? 

46%

38%

52%

45%

40%

34%

33%

36%

44%

29%

35%

40%

46%

45%

14%

12%

13%

16%

15%

16%

18%

6%

6%

5%

6%

5%

Maintaining the City's long-term financial 
ability to effectively respond to any 

emergency
Restoring the City's long-term emergency 
funding that is being used to address the 

effects of the Coronavirus outbreak

Requiring that all funds remain local in 
Imperial Beach

Keeping neighborhoods safe and clean

Maintaining and improving 911 emergency 
response

Supporting local small businesses and 
maintaining local jobs

Maintaining and improving local paramedic 
services

Ext. Impt. Very Impt. Smwt. Impt. Not Too Impt./Don't Know

Continued
Ext./Very 

Impt.

82%

82%

81%

80%

79%

79%

78%
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Q. I am going to read you a list of ways in which the funds generated by these ballot measures could be spent and provisions that could be included.  
Regardless of your opinion of the measures overall, after I mention each one, please tell me how important that provision or use of funds is to you 
personally: Is it extremely important, very important, somewhat important, or not too important? 

36%

29%

44%

30%

36%

32%

31%

25%

30%

26%

26%

22%

42%

48%

31%

45%

38%

41%

41%

45%

41%

44%

44%

48%

16%

17%

15%

20%

19%

20%

22%

26%

20%

20%

18%

22%

7%

6%

10%

5%

6%

7%

6%

9%

10%

11%

8%

Maintaining quality of life for local residents
Maintaining and improving local

fire protection
Maintaining local Sheriff's protection

Keeping parks and public areas
safe and clean

Reducing blight and keeping the city clean

Recruiting and retaining qualified firefighters
Improving natural disaster and medical 

emergency preparedness
Maintaining streets

Maintaining neighborhood Sheriff patrols
Maintaining and improving local Sheriff's 

protection
Maintaining school safety officers

Maintaining beach safety

Ext. Impt. Very Impt. Smwt. Impt. Not Too Impt./Don't Know

Continued
Ext./Very 

Impt.
77%
77%

75%
75%

74%
73%
72%
71%

70%
70%
70%
70%
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Q. I am going to read you a list of ways in which the funds generated by these ballot measures could be spent and provisions that could be included.  
Regardless of your opinion of the measures overall, after I mention each one, please tell me how important that provision or use of funds is to you 
personally: Is it extremely important, very important, somewhat important, or not too important? 

35%

33%

33%

27%

26%

21%

19%

21%

24%

30%

31%

31%

36%

37%

43%

44%

41%

33%

22%

27%

24%

23%

28%

30%

27%

33%

31%

12%

8%

12%

13%

9%

6%

10%

5%

12%

Maintaining youth and after-school services

Requiring annual audits

Maintaining anti-gang and anti-drug 
programs

Maintaining the lifeguard center

Maintaining senior services

Maintaining traffic safety

Maintaining parks and the community 
center

Assisting local homeless families and 
residents

Ext. Impt. Very Impt. Smwt. Impt. Not Too Impt./Don't Know

Continued
Ext./Very 

Impt.
65%

65%

64%

64%

64%

64%

63%

62%

58%

Coordinating with community-based 
organizations to make sure local residents

have access to food
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